
May 20, 2020 
 
 
Dear Fellow Parishioner: 

The Diocese of Madison has informed Fr. Paul that Mass will resume the weekend of  May 30th 
and 31st.  Therefore, we (Fr. Paul and the Parish Council) thought it helpful to let you know how 
this will take place and provide some worship guidance.  To ensure social distancing, only 25 
percent of our parishioners will be allowed to attend Mass at St. Joseph, Immaculate Conception 
and St. Patrick.  Twenty-five percent of our church occupancy is approximately 20 parishioners 
per Mass.   

For the time being we will be implementing some new worship practices.  They are as follows: 

• There will be no holy water at church entrances.  We will try to have hand sanitizer available 
at the entrance and other locations in the church, but recommend parishioners bring hand 
sanitizer with them.  To the extent possible, doors will be propped open so you do not need to 
touch door handles.  Parishioners should sit at a minimum in every other pew.  However, 
members of a single household do not need to practice physical distancing with each other 
and may sit together in the same row. 

• Missalettes will not be used and liturgical music will not be played. 

• There will be no altar servers; however, there will be one Extraordinary Minister to serve 
communion. 

• Parishioners are encouraged to wear masks.  We have volunteers who have agreed to make 
masks and have them available at the churches.  At Communion time, however, any masks 
(and gloves, if worn) should be removed before reception of Holy Communion.   

• Ushers taking up the collection should wear a mask and use long-handled baskets.  At 
Immaculate Conception collection baskets will not be passed from person to person.  Instead 
a basket will be placed near the entrance/exit from church where parishioners can deposit 
their contribution envelopes.  Offertory counters are encouraged to wear masks and gloves 
while performing their duties. 

• Presentation of the Gifts by the faithful will be omitted.  Also, sacristans should wear masks 
and wash their hands before beginning their work and after their work is completed. 

• The sign of peace will continue to be omitted. 
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• A single Communion line should assemble in each aisle and communicants should maintain 
physical distancing.  While Holy Communion may be received on the tongue, we are 
encouraging communicants to receive it in their hand. 

• At the end of Mass we ask attendees to leave pew-by-pew starting with those closest to the 
door.  There will be no church bulletins during this time.  Announcements will continue to be 
made via our website (stisidorecatholicparish.com) or our Facebook page.  We will also be 
implementing Flocknote in the near future, which will allow us to send information to 
parishioners via email or text messages. 

• After each Mass volunteers will disinfect highly touched areas such as door handles and pew 
tops and backs. 

We are requiring all parishioners to abide by  these worship protocols in order to provide Mass 
attendees a safer environment.  We look forward to the day when we can resume Mass under 
more normal circumstances.  Until then our prayer is that all parishioners remain safe and 
healthy. 

Regards, 

 

Fr. Paul and St. Isidore Parish Council 

http://stisidorecatholicparish.com/

